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I heard any unusual prayer or rite used in their mosques. The use
of gold or jewels or any form of luxury was forbidden, as were tobacco
and alcoholic stimulants.
The fundamental ideas of the brotherhood were equality, simplidtv,
and complete detachment from all outside influence. The sheikhs
of the zawias had considerable temporal power because Sidi Ben All's
appeal was primarily to the Beduin, who were encouraged to bring
their disputes to be settled at the nearest zawia, but they were also
responsible for education and to this day a diploma of learning from
Jaghabub or Kufara is highly valued in the Moslem world.
In 1852 Sidi Ben Ali returned to Mecca where he was able to dis-
seminate his doctrine among pilgrims from all parts of the world and
wbere he met Agil the Zouia.
II
Having founded six zawias in the Hejaz and Jedda, he returned via
Egypt and Akaba to Ezziat, where he remained till 1S55; thence
he sent ekhwan to build the zawia at Jaghabub. Doubtless this
was a precautionary measure in accordance with his habitual policy
of avoiding any open conflict with existing governments, for Turkey
was growing nervous with regard to the Senussi power in North Africa.
At first she had supported the order, according it important privileges
such as grants of land and exemption of the zawias from taxation-
Sidi Ben Ali, however, was not to be won over from Ms condemnation
of Turkish unorthodoxy and in 1852 he had excommunicated the Sultan.
It was therefore obviously necessary for him to remove his headquarters
from the territory nominally under Ottoman jurisdiction. He went
to Jaghabub in 1856 and, according to Duveyrier, he made the small
and uninteresting oasis into an important centre of political and mer-
cantile activity. A deputation of Zouias headed by Abdel Keriin
Helayigj Jaballa and Agil visited him there offering the allegiance of
the tribe. Sidi Ben Ali must have realized the strategical importance
of Kufara as a base of propaganda from the Sudan to Lake Chad, fox
he instantly despatched four ekhwan to disseminate his doctrines
throughout the four oases. The letter written at this time to Wajanga,
of which the interpretation is given in Appendix D, page 334, is typical of
his missionary methods*
It is probable that Sidi Ben Ali contemplated a further withdrawal
from the zone of Turkish activity for he caused two zawias to be built
near Ghadames, but his death in 1859 occurred suddenly at Jaghabub.
His two sons Mohammed el Mahdi and Mohammed es Sherif
were aged 16 and 14 respectively, so most of the ekhwan were in
favour of electing Sidi Abed el AH Em Ahmed Em Idris el Fa$i as their
head A decision was finally made IB favour of Mohammed el Mahdi
because it was remembered that Sidi Ben Ali had once bidden his
eldest son, resume his shoes upon entering a mosque, himself handing
the boy the slippers he had put off, vMch menial act was interpreted
to mean that he had already chosen him as his successor.
An ancient prophecy foretold that the Mahdi who would reconquer
the world for Islam would attain Ms majority OB the first day of
Moharram in 1300 Hegire, having been born of parents named